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Bulgaria, unlike the " Peasant state " of to-da\*, \va>
essentially aristocratic. All the court offices, of \\ hich
there \\;ere many, were filled by the nobles, and it
was from their ranks thit the Czar's Council of State
was chosen. In fact, the monarch himself was often
merely primus inter pares. Gorgeous court cere-
monies and princely hospitality lent splendour to the
Bulgarian Empire, but the lot of the people, even in
the golden age of the nation, cannot have been ideal

